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THE GOVERNMENTAL CRISIS IN LEBANON 
ANNCR? VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD J, DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE 
DETERIORATING SITUATION IN LEBANON: 
VOICE: ON MONDAY THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL MOVED 
INTO ITS SECOND WEEK OF DEBATE ON THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT. 
BUT THAT DEBATE COULD WELL BE CROWDED OUT OF THE HEADLINES 
BY ANOTHER~~-AND RELATED---MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT: THE CIVIL WAR 
IN LEBANON, IT, TOO, HAS COME WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE U.N.'S 
ATTENTION, FOR WITH THE RESIGNATION SUNDAY OF PRIME MINISTER 
RASHID KARANI, SECRETARY-GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM FELT IT NECESSARY 
TO WARN AGAINST "DISASTROUS DEVELOPMENTS" FOR THE WHOLE MIDDLE 
EAST, AND TO ARRANGE MEETINGS MONDAY WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF 
SEVERAL COUNTRIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH THE LEBANESE CONFLICT. 
THEY INCLUDE SYRIA, JORDAN, EGYPT AND ISRAEL. 

THE RESIGNATION OF PRIME MINISTER KARAMI IS REGARDED AS 
A PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT---AND UNFORTUNATE--- DEVELOPMENT 
BECAUSE IT COULD BE INTERPRETED AS THE BEGINNING OF A 
BREAKDOWN OF THE CAREFULLY-BALANCED FORMULA ON WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON IS BASED AND INCREASE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF THE PARTITION OF LESANON INTO MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN 
MINI-STATES. SYRIA HAS SAID IF ILL NOT TOLERATE THIS, AND 
ISRAEL HAS SAID IT WILL NOT TOLERATE SYRIAN INTERVENTION, THE 
DANGERS OF A CHAIN-REACTION EXPLOSION ARE OBVIOUS~--DANGERS WHICH 
ENTIRELY JUSTIFY MR. WALDHEIM'S CONCERN, 

PRIME MINISTER KARAHI'S RESIGNATION WAS ONE OF THREE 
DEVELOPMENTS WHICH CAUSED CONCERN OVER THE WEEKEND. ANOTHER WAS 
THE ENTRY INTO THE CONFLICT OF THE LEBANESE AIR FORCE, WHOSE 
PLANES BRIEFLY ATTACKED MUSLTH AND PALESTINIAN TARGETS, USE OF 


THE COUNTRY'S MILITARY FORCES HAS BEEN CAREFULLY AVOIDED UP TILL 
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NOW, AND A THIRD DEVELOPMENT IS THE REPORTED, THOUGH 

UNCONFIRMED, MOVEMENT ACROSS THE BORDER FROM SYRIA OF CONTINGENTS 

OF THE PALESTINIAN BRIGADE WHICH HAS BEEN TRAINED IN SYRIA AND IS 

BASED THERE. ACCORDING TO THE NEWS REPORTS, THESE CONTINGENTS ARE 

NOT LARGE, AND ISRAEL DOES NOT APPEAR OVERLY-CONCERNED--~BUT 

NEVERTHELESS IT IS ONE MORE SIGN OF HOW THE CONFLICT COULD WIDEN, 
IT IS NOT A SITUATION IN "HICH IT IS EASY TO FIND A 

BASIS FOR OPTIMISM, ASIDE FROM COHSULTATIONS, THERE 1S NOT 

MUCH THE UNITED NATIONS CAN DO, ESPECIALLY SINCE THIS IS AN 

INTERNAL CONFLICT. AGREEMENT AMONG THE CONCERNED ARAB COUNTRIES 

WOULD BE HELPFUL, BUT THIS DOES NOT APPEAR LIKELY. THE BEST HOPE 

AT THE MOMENT WOULD SEEM TO LIE IN THE POSSIBILITY THAT 

MR. KARAMI'S RESIGNATION 1S NOT FINAL, AND THAT BY SOME KIND OF 

FORMULA THE LEBANESE WILL BE ASLE TO EXTRICATE THENSELVES FROM 

THE DESTRUCTION WHICH NOW BESETS THE COUNTRY. 


END 


